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It has become increasingly difficult to wish anyone a great start to the New Year, mainly because 

we are all still caught in the middle of a pandemic. No matter how much we try to ignore or wish 

it away, the fact is that Covid-19, its twins and clones and variants, are here to stay and we have 

to adapt and live with it. For performers and many of us who are in the arts, the Covid-19 

pandemic presents the unknown. You just never know when that next gig will be cancelled, or 

that book launch called off and that great literary opportunity to spread your craft 

internationally nipped in the bud by yet another variant more potent that the last. 
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If I can wish anything for us in the arts as the year commences, it would be for all of us to be 

there for one another and not work in isolation. When you are privy to an opportunity that you 

know a certain creative will fit into it like a hand in a glove, do share and pass on. As the saying 

goes, "my next client could be on your timeline", let's make a habit of sharing and giving 

exposure to each other, because Covid-19 is like that grudging relative that doesn't want to see 

growth and development unless it is for him or herself, or her own kids only.  

They say envy is the art of counting someone else's blessings instead of your own. I say while 

you count your own blessings, do check if the next pen soldier is just as blessed, and if he or she 

isn't, do your best to lift him or her up. You don't have to help everyone, but the one you do help, 

ask him not to thank or reward you for your generosity, but to simply pass it on. Keep it moving. 

Let’s make 2022 the year of paying it forward.  

I am not saying let’s praise mediocre work. If a body of work isn’t worth the paper it is printed 

on, let the scribe know and not just publish because it puts a few Rand notes in our pockets. We 

have turned down a number of manuscripts in the past year because no amount of rewriting 

could rescue the manuscript. The sad part has always been that the person who put ink on paper 

has for years, been made to believe that they can actually write by predatory self-publishing 

agencies who have no intention of developing the craft but merely to benefit from it. While they 

think they need an editor, the fact of the matter is that they need ghostwriters.    

There aren't a lot of opportunities out there anymore, and by the look of things, there won't be 

any for quite some time. But if we create those opportunities amongst ourselves, when each one 

teaches one, we will certainly look back at 2022 with a sense of pride and joy.  

This year, PUBLISH'D AFRIKA will take on five promising scribes and give them an 

opportunity to publish their books. We also intend to publish two anthologies - short stories and 

poetry. These will be sourced through the monthly PUBLISH'D AFRIKA Magazine 

Competition we have initiated. Calls for submissions will also be made for a stand-alone 

anthology in June, which will then be published in October.  

Let’s make 2022 Be The Year Of Paying It Forward. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Thokozani Magagula 
Co-founder: PUBLISH’D AFRIKA and PUBLISH’D AFRIKA Online Literary Magazine 
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                Tshegofatso Oshyn Gaebuelwe 

                                  Doing It Right, The Right Way. 
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The rise of self–publishing houses like 

the ones Tshegofatso Oshyn 

Gaebuelwe runs mean one thing - 

there is easy access to moderate 

services that make the book 

publishing process efficient but not 

always effective. 

Tshegofatso is a self-taught book 

publishing facilitator and founding 

director of Oshyn Publications. Oshyn 

Publications was established in 2017 

with one aim; to make aspiring 

authors' dreams a reality. She is an 

author, poet, blogger, life coach, 

and social worker.  She has authored 

four books: Oshyn of Blessings, Dear 

Boy Child, Lost Within Self and It's Just 

A Dream Series: The Dream.  

Tshegofatso told PUBLISH’D AFRIKA: 

“We offer innovative writing, 

publishing and authorpreneurship 

solutions to writers from all walks of 

life who want to make their creative 

dream a reality. There is a fine line 

between self-publishing and self–

punishing. At the onset of a book 

publishing company that is 

emerging, a lot of self-punishing in 

the creation of a book becomes the 

best line of practice and the best 

line of defence in an effort to look 

pretentiously professional.” 

Tshegofatso said she has often 

across writers who wish to one-day 

own book publishing companies, 

and this article, she said, is 

dedicated to them.  

“Be a one-stop-shop but master your 

craft and know what you are doing 

and why you are doing it. I have 

found that in my journey as a one-

stop-shop book publisher, that we 

start from scratch like any business 

we will encounter a lot of 

challenges, and one of those is of 

course the failure to recognise that 

we need to keep learning and doing 

it better than we have been doing. 

One of the biggest mistakes self-

publishers or book publishing 

companies that offer assisted 

publishing services make, is that we 

want to gain momentum, ensure 

that we publish more, reach out to a 

lot of writers and get our name 

across as early as we can but lack 

the drive and motivation to keep 

going.” 

“We set up publishing packages that 

corner us, at times become 

dishonest about the quality of work 

we do, shoot ourselves in the foot 

and do it wrong the right way – or do 

it right, the wrong way. In an effort to 

make authors' dreams a reality, we 

forget what our dreams are as book 

publishers. In an effort to turn 

manuscripts into masterpieces we 

forget that we are the spine of every 

book that is to be published for local 
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and global distribution. We need to 

come to the realisation that as much 

as we are one-stop shops, we also 

have a value to add and we should 

not undervalue ourselves. Yes, we 

are required to be paid for the 

services we offer, but it also doesn’t 

take away the creative work we put 

into the creation of a book.” 

Tshegofatso said many people have 

a skewed view of the publishing 

process. One-stop Shop publishers 

are seen as the enemy when they 

are in actual fact lifting the spear of 

literature. She said there are times 

where she takes on the blame and 

then reconsider what we can do 

better to ensure that we do it right, 

the right way. 

It starts with the writer, who cares 

about improving their literary craft. 

You don’t need to be an expert but 

be an active participant in your craft 

as a writer. 

It starts with the editor, who cares 

about improving their literary craft. 

Who takes the time to understand 

and master their editorial skills. You 

don’t need to shout, “I am a 

professional” even when you’re not. 

An honest, passionate editor who 

knows his/their strengths and 

weakness is all that matters. 

“It starts with the publisher, who 

knows what book publishing entails,” 

she said. “One who understands the 

behind the scene process of 

bookmaking. One who is transparent 

about the publishing process. One 

who knows there is a fine line 

between a publisher and a publicist. 

If you’re both, you have an added 

advantage. It starts with literary 

agents, readers from all works of life 

who are dedicated to the efforts of 

creating platforms for all those who 

embody the vision of doing it right, 

the right way.” 

A misconception that South Africans 

don’t read is done away with by all 

those who share the common goal 

of lifting the literary spear. 

Want to get in touch with 

Tshegofatso?  

Email: info@oshynpublications.com 

Whatsapp / Call: 061 420 2420 

Website: 

www.oshynpublications.com 
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He is known as the funny man who 

leaves everyone in stiches 

effortlessly. 

But very few know that it took 

Eugene Mathibela, popularly known 

as Geeno, years of trial and error, to 

finally unearth the funny bone in him.  

The comedian, from Mhluzi near 

Middelburg in Mpumalanga, is 

known for his role in a comedy show 

alongside Mam’ Khambule, called 

JUDGE KHAMBULE, on Moja Love 

Channel. He has also been featured 

as an extra in numerous SA soapies, 

amongst them Muvhango, Skeem 

Saam and Generations The Legacy. 

“Since my schooling days, I just 

involved myself in almost every 

activities at school, from drama to 

singing in a school choir,” he said. “I 

even became a goalkeeper and 

Igosa in a traditional Zulu dance 

group.”  

It is his role in the dance group while 

at Sozama Secondary School, that 

saw Geeno getting an opportunity 

to fly to Austria, to represent Mzansi. 

Upon completing his matric, he 

moved to Nelspruit and continued 

with art. He even ventured into 

hairdressing and design. He returned 

to Middelburg after his parents 

passed on, and started his own food 

business. 

“I was actually the first person to 

introduce chicken dust in Mhluzi, 

followed by a project called  

Last Sunday, which I started with a 

friend Castro," he said. “Every last 

Sunday of the month we would host 

hip hop stations where we gave 

platform to local talented musicians 

and dancers, at the basketball court 

and at the park as well.” 

Eugene later joined a theatre group 

called MIYADEC, where he played 

the character of Bhanda in a play 

called UMSIZI. By then he was 

popularly know as that guy who 

shoots funny videos and post them 

on social media. The one that went 

viral and got him the attention IPAPA 

ne PIZZA. 

“I then received my first professional 

lead role in a motion picture 

comedy movie called WANTED, 

where I played BHUBEZI,” he said. “If I 

wanted to achieve more as an 

actor, it went without saying that I 

had to pack my bags and head to 

Jozi. There, I got involved with Radio 

VOT, Voice of Thembisa, hosting the 

breakfast show from Monday to 

Friday.”  

In-between, Geeno did voice overs 

and adverts for the SABC. Shortly 

after he joined FIREMAN Production 

where he did his second professional 

movie called SHE IS MINE, playing 

the lead role of Tebogo. He would 

also host comedy shows at 

Maponya Mall every Thursday, as 

well as at Pup Restaurant.  
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“I have been on stages around Jozi 

from News Cafe, Victory Theatre, 

Standard Bank Arena, alongside the 

likes of Pule, Skhumba, David Kau, 

the list is endless,” he said.  

When the Covid-9 pandemic struck 

Eugene, like many other artists, 

wasn’t spared the brunt. He had to 

head back to Middelburg and 

became a radio presenter at a 

gospel online radio station called 

CHRONICLE RADIO. He hosts the 

breakfast show with Ntokozo David 

‘DVD’ Mokoena, the former GMFM 

presenter. Recently, he scored an 

important gig with EKSE TV, where he 

shot an advert for Debonairs Pizza.  

“I am currently putting the final 

touches on Hip Hop R&B album that I 

will be dropping in February 2022,” 

he said. 
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In Conversation With Kenyan Author Cynthia 

Abdallah 
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Hello Cynthia. Could you please introduce yourself to PUBLISH’D AFRIKA Online 

Literary Magazine readers? 

My name is Cynthia Abdallah, a poet and educator who was born in Kenya on March 30, 1986. I 

am currently a language and literature teacher in Caracas, Venezuela.  

I am the author of the poetry chapbooks, My Six Little Fears, The Author’s Feet and the short 

stories collection The Musunzu tree and other stories. 

What are your poetry chapbooks about? 

My Six Little Fears is about life experiences, nostalgia and a bit of mystery. It encapsulates all 

the things that have had an impact on my growth as an individual and as a member of the human 

race. The Author’s Feet on the other hand is dedicated to family and life and living. It is a 

collection of narratives that span different spaces and places, and people. 

 

When did you start working on both chapbooks? When were they finished? 

I started working on My Six Little Fears in 2013. Seems like a long time but writing takes time. 

It requires a lot of editing and rewriting.  It also requires a bit of money to get a book published 

that I did not have at that time. I finally completed it in 2020 with the exception of the last poem 

‘Lluvia pesada’ that was written on a rainy day here in Caracas. 

The Author’s feet was written in 2020 and bits of it written in 2021. 

This was much easier to write as I had my Kenyan audience in mind. Kenyans love narratives 

and after receiving feedback from my readers who found the first chapbook a little harder to 

digest, I decided to give them narratives they would enjoy. Writing narratives is much easier. 

 

What was your writing process? 

All over the place in the beginning. I was trying to learn so many things at once and also trying 

to find a unique voice. But I managed to overcome that pressure with the guidance of my writing 

professor at Brown who gave me valuable tips on writing. Every word in both chapbooks has 

been carefully thought out, every full stop, every comma. Really, everything you will read has 

been carefully curated. 

 

What was your main inspiration when writing? 

My main inspiration was my love of poetry. Since I was young, I have always loved poetry, 

participated in poetry competitions and enjoyed the recitals that I have been to. I wasn’t going to 

have it end there or have it become a sheer memory. I had to put my passion into some action. 

And writing poems is that action. I also feel that writing enables me to communicate my 
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thoughts and outlook on life and I overall enjoy the feeling of a pen in my hand. And an empty 

page, waiting to be filled 

 

Is there any poem you like best? If so, why? 

All the poems take on a life of their own. They speak deeply about things that matter/mattered at 

a particular point in time. With the descriptive element in all poems adding to the visual imagery, 

I would say this technique makes most of those poems my favorites. (Smile) 

 

How did you get it published? 

I contacted a former professor of mine who got me in touch with a publisher. Then we started 

talking about the process and voila! The chapbooks were done.. I did my own editing and 

suggested the cover designs. Basically the creative process was in my hands and I am proud of 

what we have produced so far. This has been one big exciting project for me during the Covid 

season. I have also been lucky to have been in touch with some other writers in Kenya who have 

sort of helped me along the way. The kindle editions again were something I did on my own. 

And I am now in the process of creating ebook editions for a Kenyan ebook platform. 

 

If you were to write another collection, what would you do differently this time around? 

I am writing a verse novel at the moment. I will also be working on another poetry collection in 

2022. I hope that we can have something in 2023 or 2024. I will tell more personal stories 

hopefully with ease and with a bit more belief in my ability to write good poems.  

I am looking at a complete collection this time. 

 

We have been talking about your poetry. But you also have a short stories collection as 

well. Tell us briefly about that. 

Well, my short stories collection is titled, The Musunzu Tree and other stories. It delves into 

matters that affect everyday Kenyans. From land, the place of women in society among other 

themes, the stories take on a life of their own and invite the reader to take a journey with them. 

 

Where can we find your books? 

My books are available on Kindle Amazon in soft copy. They are also available in the following 

Kenyan stores: Writers Guild Kenya, Hazina Towers, Nuria Honest stores on Moi Avenue, Rafu 

Books stores and about 15 Naivas outlets in Kenya. If you follow me on Instagram, Twitter or 

Facebook, I will be able to share the specific addresses. My blog/website is missabdallah.com. 
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I am also in the process of getting some copies stocked in London next year.  

 

If any person were to try and write a poetry collection like this, what advice would you give 

them? 

Start now and write about things that matter to you. Then get in touch with a language enthusiast 

who will help you with the language side of things so that the message you intend to send is done 

effectively and precisely. Also, have a little journal that you can use to scribble down ideas when 

they come to you. That way your well of ideas will not run dry. 
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                               Ubothi Hlomuka: 

       Closing The Gap Between Storyteller And Reader 
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Ntombezinhle Ngidi, affectionately 

known as Ubothi Hlomuka (her clan 

name) on Facebook, is a qualified 

Copy Editor from the University of 

Cape Town. She also has a degree 

in Social Science (SW) from the 

University of KwaZulu-Natal and 

holds a certificate in Management 

Advanced Program from the Wits 

Business School. In addition, she has 

done various courses in the field of 

management development. She is 

based in the South of Johannesburg. 

Where did it all start? 

I am an avid reader. It all started 

around 2016/17 when we saw a lot 

of writers claiming their space in the 

industry. Most opted for the self-

publishing route. Naturally, the 

phenomenon of self-publishing 

followed the success of the Hlomu 

series by Dudu Busani-Dube which 

was also self-published. As the new 

authors claimed this space, we as 

readers could spot talent albeit 

served raw. We started making noise 

about appalling grammatical errors 

and incoherent story-telling we 

found on books and our voices 

escalated to the level of demanding 

meaningful storylines. 

This is where Ubothi Hlomuka found 

herself - in a space she never dreamt 

to be at - editing. This was not even 

her idea but her Facebook followers 

felt she could help close the gap 

between a storyteller and a reader. 

They had more trust in her than she 

had about herself, all because she is 

an avid reader and shared a lot of 

her thoughts through reviews she 

relentlessly does on Facebook and 

Goodreads. 

How did she start her editing career? 

She started by just fixing spelling and 

grammatical mistakes for free for a 

few writers who had self-published 

for them to fix their next prints. She 

would read their books and share 

with the authors privately what she 

had picked on their books. After 

being convinced that she could do 

this, she started small, mainly 

focusing on helping upcoming 

authors. In 2019, she decided to go 

professional and registered the 

company- Book Connection Editors. 

Winning writers’ trust 

Mine is more of an affirmation that 

when you do what you love 

(following your passion), you are 

more likely bound to succeed. Even 

when I was not yet sure of what I was 

doing, I found most authors sending 

their manuscripts to me. Sometimes I 

would get overwhelmed because all 

eyes were on this loudmouth, avid 

reader and reviewer-turned into an 

editor. Some bashed and criticized 

me behind my back, but I used that 

as building blocks to self-

development. That is when I 
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decided to enrol for the editing 

course to upskill myself. Most authors 

trusted my judgement and expertise 

because they knew that I am a 

reader and a reviewer, so surely, I 

should know what the reading 

community wants. Having bagged 

that view, I just needed to bag the 

qualification and knowledge. 

For me, it has been more of the word 

of mouth than any other marketing 

tool that has scored me so many 

authors’ trust from all walks of life. I 

owe my success and favour to all 

those who follow me, especially, 

Facebook friends. I am at a level 

where I get authors who are not 

even from these social networks, 

which is a confirmation that word of 

mouth still carries more weight than 

anything else.  

Lastly, the attitude - I believe it helps 

in dealing with people. I think I have 

earned most clients’ trust because of 

how I respectfully engage with them. 

I am naturally a humble person who 

likes to support other fellow human 

beings. I like building people than 

dragging them over coals for their 

mistakes hence even in my reviews, I 

tackle their shortcomings privately 

(most of the time).  

Ooh, how do I forget the God of 

mercy and grace? I believe His 

mercy and grace have seen me 

through this career.  

How do I manage my schedule? 

Well, I am a work in progress on that 

one. Naturally, I am not a person 

who likes to follow schedules 

because I get bored easily. I tried 

last year to balance my life and 

manage it on weekly basis but it did 

not even last for the first week. So, I 

wake up and do whatever I feel like 

doing that particular day. As long as 

I feel like reading a book, jogging, 

hiking, editing or meeting up with 

friends and family, I do that without 

even feeling guilty. With editing, it’s 

different. If my mind is not on it, I 

close the laptop and take my boots 

and run, clean the house or anything 

else until I am emotionally ready to 

continue. So, to answer your 

question, I follow no rules, no 

schedule but I somehow know how 

important that is, so signing contracts 

with clients with tight timelines is the 

only thing that guides me and puts 

me back on track. I am a work in 

progress. But I make sure I meet my 

deadlines! My advantage is that I 

have no little children so I work any 

time of the day without any 

distractions.  

Working with different writers 

In this line of work, you meet different 

people with different attitudes. I 

connect with some immediately 

while with others, it takes longer. I am 

an extrovert, so it’s easy for me to 
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chat up a storm and make people 

feel at ease. I have made some of 

them cry as I have made them 

rewrite their work, some leave and 

never come back but most go back 

to their drawing board and come 

back with amazing stories. So, it all 

depends on how bad they want 

their stories to be told. I have, over 

the years, gained a lot of friends 

through my line of work. I have 

learned a lot from their creativity 

and innovation in their storylines. 

Working with different authors has 

opened my mind so much that I 

have realized that you can be 

anything you think you can be. The 

sky is not even the limit. 

The most difficult time of an editor 

To hand over the completed 

manuscript back to the author for 

publication. This is the scariest time 

for an editor. You literally open 

yourself up for scrutiny and you keep 

on wondering what mistakes you 

could have missed or made while 

editing. 

Some fictional characters you would 

be so immersed with such that you 

won’t want to let go. You feel like 

you have to protect them from 

readers but unfortunately, you have 

to let them go and strive on their 

own out there. 

 

Book Connection Editors Contact 

Details 

Facebook: Ubothi Hlomuka 

Facebook Page: Book Connection 

Instagram: Book_Connection 

Email: Zngidi18@gmail.com 

Cell: 0670212570 
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         Dialogue Tags – The Do’s And Don’ts 
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When is it okay to write “he said” or “she said”, and when is it overdoing it? Are 

dialogue tags even necessary when telling your story? Do you really have to write "he 

said" after every bit of dialogue between characters?  

Many budding writers haven’t figured out that there are other options to using 

dialogue tags, or the fact that they can cut down on their usage in the narrative. Yes, 

their function is to show who is talking, but it tends to become redundant and a bit of a 

yawn when they are littered after every blabber between characters, especially where 

there are only two people talking.  

Instead of using a dialogue tag, try to show who is talking by using an action. Here’s an 

example: 

“Who shot Peter?” James said as he sat down and began paging through the docket. 

David merely pursed his lips and glared at him.  

“So you intend to take the information with you to the grave?” 

David shook his head and sighed heavily. “How many times do I have to tell you the 

same thing? I don’t know who shot Peter.” 

“But you had the gun in the boot of your car.” 

“For the tenth time, I don’t know how the gun got there.” 

A moment of silence lapsed as the two men stared at each other.   

“The truth will come out David, whether you like it or not.” 

A chair screeched as David got to his feet. “I think we are done here. If you have any 

other questions, get in touch with my lawyer.” 

 

There is only one “he said” in this entire conversation, yet as a reader, you can easily 

grasp who is talking. Only use dialogue tags every three or four lines and use action to 

show who is talking. The action, as in the above example, also builds up the tension, 

showing that the two men are close to squabbling. One is clearly annoyed by the third 

degree and the other isn’t about to back down. The action also gives us an insight into 

the personalities of each character. 
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Don't use “he said” if the dialogue is short, unless you want to break off long lines 

where there is a natural pause. It also breaks off separate thoughts and adds rhythm to 

the lines. Write with action and good usage of non-said words, provided they're not 

noticeably repetitive. Stick to actionable scenery.  

A lot of new writers tend to over complicate what they write. All you need to focus on 

is coherency, consistency and conciseness. The overuse of ‘said’ can be monotonous. 

Also, these overuses can give readers the impression you think they can’t figure things 

out by themselves. Give your readers credit. 

Other writers opt for a variety of dialogue tags, such as “No, I didn’t shoot the 

deceased,” he retorted.  

“The truth will come out, whether you like it or not,” he warned. 

While this gives your characters myriad emotions and actions, they are quite 

elementary compared to ‘he said’ or ‘she said’. However, you don’t want your readers 

to focus on the tags, so try to limit them as much as possible. You want them to be so 

caught up in your characters, they no longer consciously notice the dialogue tags, but 

process them intuitively as they read along. 

_ 

PUBLISH’D AFRIKA is a registered B-BBEE Level 1 Company 
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                          Thrive In Relationships  

             On The Pursuit with Kgadi Mmanakana 

Dating someone with a kid/pet 
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I feel drawn towards talking to 

people with kids who are getting into 

love relationships, and my advice is 

this; don't get into a relationship with 

your kid/s.  

I understand how important it is to 

make your potential partner know 

that you have a child, mara don't 

advertise that on some "it's either you 

take us both or you get nothing", 

and on first date. You'll deny yourself 

of a potential beautiful relationship 

experience and / or blended family.  

This issue is more prevalent when it 

comes to ladies with kids so I'll do an 

example with them. When you're a 

lady and are going on a date with a 

guy, remember it is only you going 

on a date, that is; the relationship at 

this point is between you and the 

other party. Not plus your child.  

You prioritising to tell your date that "I 

have a five-year-old" is not a 

constructive way to go about 

introducing that part of your life to 

your potential partner, because 

you're dropping a bomb, and very 

few people can deal well with a 

bomb. Most people run away from a 

bomb.  

I'm not saying you should hide the 

fact that you have a child, nor do I 

dismiss the fact that if your potential 

partner rejects your child, it can be a 

total deal breaker. What I'm saying is 

that, introduce that part of you in a 

way that doesn't keep potential 

great partners at bay because wena 

you are a 2 for 1 or nothing, to a 

point that people become anxious 

and walk on egg shells because one 

wrong move that gives the vibes 

that they'd be bad for your kid 

according to you, would make them 

lose you. And that's the toxic way to 

build a relationship with a person. 

Hence they will run after you tell 

them you have a kid.  

Imagine ka first date a person telling 

you that they're a sangoma, and 

wena you grew up hearing worse 

mythical stuff about sangoma - you 

wouldn't even give them a chance 

because you'll operate from your 

narrow knowledge about sangomas. 

Imagine if that person was your 

person, a person who'd give you a 

full and beautiful love experience. 

You'd have lost because you 

operated from fear and they'd have 

lost you because they just dropped 

the bomb on you.  

What I'd like to teach you today is 

how to introduce that part of you to 

your potential partner. Here's a 

personal experience: I once dated 

someone who had a dog (I know a 

dog is not a human being) but the 

level of connection can be human-

like. So this person had a dog and I 

knew how close they were. At that 

time I'm flippant terrified of dogs. 

Yeses ke tshaba dimpsa.  
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So I told her about my fear, and then 

she told me about his cuteness, how 

he's house-trained, and that he 

doesn't bite. Now what kept me at 

ease was that he doesn't bite. A dog 

once bit me, and since then I never 

wanted anything to do with them. 

Long story short, that small boy that I 

was afraid of with time became a 

son to me. I forgot he was a dog. He 

was the son I took for grooming, but I 

was afraid of his peers still. Imagine if 

she told me she had a dog and left it 

at that. I wouldn't entertain her, and 

if she didn't meet me halfway about 

helping me build a relationship with 

him ( a dog) and ease my fear, we 

wouldn't have lasted.  

Now, if you're on a date and have a 

dog you're petting, ask your date 

about their take on animals, if a dog 

doesn't come up, become specific. 

Sometimes a person would say "Yho 

dogs, I wouldn't let a dog stay in the 

house. They pee everywhere. Also 

their food is expensive". Now you'd 

pick up that it's not that they hate 

dogs or wouldn't pet them, they just 

lack information and are also 

concerned about the cost of 

petting. And that points out their 

concerns and how you can further 

discuss this issue without blowing up 

a potential relationship.  

1. A dog can be house-trained, 

perhaps yours is already house-

trained. Otherwise y'all can discuss a 

better solution about living 

arrangements.  

2. What is expensive? Does that 

speak to their financial means or the 

idea of "I would never buy 3kg of 

dog food that costs R300". I'd rather 

burn my money or what? For when 

you guys live together, the dog food 

will become part of the groceries. If 

you're not staying together, then this 

is not a deal breaker because it 

means at the moment, you afford to 

maintain it. Either way, keep talking. 

But I assure you, this soft approach 

will open each of you minds, and 

you will make decisions stemming 

from awareness and not some 

uninformed and passive stances.  

The same with human children, ask 

them about their stance on family. 

Boom! "Yho I wouldn't have a child 

now" (don't close up when you hear 

this, ask them why not).  

"I don't feel I will be a good dad"  

"I don't feel I am financially stable to 

take care of a child"  

Those are fears and concerns that 

you can work with them to enable 

them - not to manipulate them into 

being a stepparent - but to be open 

to being in a relationship with 

someone with a child and learning 

how to thrive in such dynamics in 

such a way that you two have a 

beautiful relationship and it is not 
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costing your child.  Unless you hear "I 

don't want children at all", which is 

what they prefer and it is not wrong 

at all, then give them a chance. 

Don't try to change someone's mind 

who says they don't want kids. That's 

a full sentence. And if that doesn't 

work for you, part ways at that point.  

The teaching here was learning a 

better approach to dating people 

with kids/pets or dating as someone 

with a child/pet. Know that you're 

both anxious; you as someone with a 

child or pet, you wish they can 

accept you with your child/pet. 

Those without, are caught up 

between losing a love interest and 

confronting their views of 

family/getting the family thing right. 

You are supposed to work together 

on this. Don't go out there armed 

saying, my way or nothing. You'll 

blow up opportunities for beautiful 

co-committed relationships.  

___ 

Kgadi Mmanakana is a Self-Mastery 

Coach who works with individuals to 

help them confront and heal their 

self-sabotaging patterns and 

traumas that hinder them from 

having lasting and healthy romantic 

relationships, breaking out of poverty 

and from achieving their ideal 

career success. Her work is to create 

and hold space for individuals to 

work on themselves, attune and heal 

themselves and then go on to thrive 

in life, their relationships and careers.  

She believes no one was born to just 

suffer and die - and that what makes 

people suffer is their rejection of an 

opportunity to break out of the cycle 

when an opportunity arises, 

oftentimes through a rude 

awakening or the spiritual teacher, 

pain. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                         PUBLISH’D AFRIKA JAN 2022 

22 | P a g e  
 

 

             Prologues – Are They Really Necessary? 

 

 

A prologue should be used if you need to get some information out there 

early, or foreshadowing the events of the story. This could mean avoiding 

an explanation, backstory or long exposition, or it may be a short side story 

that ties in later. Use them to raise the mystery and tension. 

Some, however, argue: Isn't a prologue just another chapter? I believe if it 

is interesting and adds to the story, by all means, include it. They serve a 

purpose. But most people used them incorrectly. They think a prologue 

sets up the action of the narrative which should be in the story. 

Prologues can make or break the story. A lot of times writers include them 

because they don’t know how to make the story work without giving the 

information they’re putting into the prologue. They forget that the 

prologue becomes the opener to the reader, yet the writer still has to catch 

the reader’s attention in the first lines of the story. Too often, prologues are 
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treated as an afterthought and not given the same attention as the rest of 

the book. In which case you lose the reader. 

The only good way to foreshadow is with set-ups and payoffs, but be 

careful not to clue the reader. Avoid delivering a lot of backstory in the 

prologue. Rather trickle the backstory into the story through dialogue at 

those relevant junctures or emotional moments. Putting an entire backstory 

in the prologue means you have used it as dump and it no longer serves 

the purpose of teasing and thrilling the reader. Use characters and 

interaction, instead of the prologue being simply an info dump. Provide an 

outside look going in, and give some minor context or get the reader 

intrigued enough to ask questions. 

_ 
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                Cry And Laugh With Lastborn – A Poetry 

Collection By Patrick Moabui 

 

 

Cry And Laugh With Lastborn, a 

poetry collection by Patrick Moabui, 

is the last book PUBLISH’D AFRIKA 

published in 2021.  

With pre-orders that exceeded the 

100-book mark and counting, Cry 

And Laugh With Lastborn is another 

example of the pre-publishing spade 

work anyone intending to publish a 

book has to do before printing even 

the proof copy. On his own, Patrick 

took months to first grow his 

audience and fan base, and gave 

his readers teasers and wetted their 

appetites long before he took the 

decision to publish the book. 

“To most of my readers, the book 

was long overdue,” he said, smiling. 

“So many of them have been 

urging, begging and some 
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practically demanded that I publish 

the book already. I however didn’t 

just want to put out a project just 

because it is in demand. I needed to 

ensure that each poem spoke to me 

first, that it struck the right cords and 

that it will leave my readers begging 

for more. I also needed to find the 

right publisher who inspired 

confidence, and who will treat my 

work with the same kids’ gloves and 

with the respect that it deserves. I 

have been following Thokozani 

Magagula and the work his imprint 

PUBLISH’D AFRIKA produces, and felt 

my project will definitely be in good 

hands.”     

Cry and Laugh with Lastborn is a 

melting pot of melancholy, love, 

ecstasy, grief, loss, betrayal, tragedy 

and elation with an infusion of 

somewhat hilarious innuendos that 

are perfectly timed to lighten the 

load. The poems speak of life just as 

they speak into life, mirroring what 

we go through in this grueling 

journey called life. While some 

spoken words lament the status quo, 

Cry and Laugh with Lastborn is a 

breath of fresh air as it also conjures 

possible solutions with a dash of 

humour to help the reader gobble 

down the bitter truth.  

Raised by a single mother who toiled 

as a domestic worker in the 

manicured surburbs of Pretoria, 

Patrick Moabui had the privilege of 

being the last born out of a family of 

three. Cry and Laugh with Lastborn 

was born out of his love for writing, 

each poem inspired by personal 

experiences, emotive events as well 

as keen observations within the 

community he lives in. Although a 

graduate of the University of South 

Africa, Lastborn is a lifelong scholar 

of the University of Life, and has 

crafted each line and stanza to 

communicate with, enlighten, 

educate and entertain the reader 

from all spheres of life, without shying 

away from the raw, bitter truth. 

“Patrick stirs up emotion with ease, 

and like a choir conductor, he raises 

the crescendo and drops it at will, 

putting the reader on a tangram of 

emotions,” said Thokozani 

Magagula, PUBLISH’D AFRIKA 

Founder. “One moment he puts one 

in stitches with his satirical sense of 

humour, and the next you are 

pondering life and its meaning for 

the human race. He is certainly a 

master choreographer of sentiments. 

Working with him on this project was 

certainly a breath of fresh air.” 

Need to get your hands on a copy 

of the book? Patrick can be 

reached at +2782 868 3630.  
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          Why I Write – Lorraine Nkwinka 
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She is bubbly and full of life, her 

exuberance so teeming she just has 

to share it. 

And there is no better way for 

Lorraine Nkwinka to share her zeal 

for life, than to put it in a book.  She 

has written two books already, 

namely ‘Drawn In Words’ and ‘This Is 

What Happened’, and is already 

working on a few more titles. 

She told PUBLISH’D AFRIKA about 

what inspires her to write: “I think it all 

comes from the fascinating spirit I 

am and have. I do this life thing the 

way I was purposed for. I am very 

weird and to some people, I reason 

too much. I am considerate, crazy, 

very talkative, made of life, full of life, 

do what I love and am selfless. I am 

a natural a debater, definitely a 

catcher, full of energy, committed 

and smart worker. I believe in my 

dreams and work on them to work 

on me. I love people. I am 

exploratory and love being curious. 

Mad about reading and writing. And 

am also a crazy young girl in a 

hilarious way, I just love life and take 

everything as it is and live.” 

Lorraine was born in Soweto, 

Meadowlands Zone 4, in Gauteng. 

By day, she is a specialist midwife at 

Philadelphia Hospital, in Dennilton, 

Limpopo. She is also a student 

psychologist, a Born Again of Swiss 

Mission Church and most 

importantly, a mother.  

“I find my inspiration in writing a 

books from the nature of being 

innate,” she said. “I have connected 

so well within the communication 

that God has instilled in me, that 

writing is my talent that He blessed 

me with. So I am inspired by the drive 

and push that I have for the love of 

telling it in words, undressing it in 

words and drawing these pictures in 

words. Writing a book comes from a 

young girl's dream and vision of 

having her own books. I have always 

loved writing and reading, so I knew 

this was my passion and I wanted to 

go far with it. And yes, I am running 

with it as much further as a distance 

can measure.” 

Lorraine said she is especially proud 

that her readers love her work, from 

the very first book to the last one. 

They found her style of writing 

prompting, has always been her 

intention when writing. Both books 

have flown off the shelves and the 

interactions on social media have 

been nothing short of magical.  

“The authoring journey has been so 

humbling,” she said. “It has made 

me grow better in understanding life 

and how to write about it. It gives 

me peace and reminds me that I 

was born for this, therefore I am 

serving a purpose. Writing gives me a 

sense of self and space of trusting 

the process, to let it all out and 

allowing myself to breathe through 

words.” 
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“The biggest achievement I have 

made and still making with my 

writing journey is getting my work out 

there. The main aim of writing a 

book is to let people hear about 

what you are saying, so that they 

can understand the ‘why’ part of it 

and the benefit part of it. Also the 

achievements of writing books 

comes with growing and finding your 

own lettering and root of how you 

play around with your words to grasp 

the attention and to bring about a 

touching change.”  

Lorraine has urged budding authors 

to first understand the challenges of 

publishing, that 

they need to 

make proper 

research and 

understand 

what publishing is all about, and 

where do they fit and what they 

want for their work.  

“The process of publishing is 

exhausting but as a writer, you get 

familiar with it and adapt to that 

space,” she said.  

Lorraine said she hopes to write and 

publish more books, probably own a 

library in order to enrich literature for 

the younger generation and assist 

those who have the heart for writing 

to get their stories heard.
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                         Kgothi The Poet 

                  Putting Moletjie Village On The Map 
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He is the first person from his village 

to publish a book, and it is an even 

bigger accomplishment because he 

is only 18 years old. 

Kgothatso Fortune Mashita, well-

known as Kgothi The Poet, is a 

resident of Moletjie Ga Matlou, 

under the leadership of Kgoshi 

Kgabo Moloto III, outside Polokwane 

in Limpopo. 

Kgothatso is featured in an 

anthology titled ‘Nthuteng Ditaola 

Tsa Boreti’, a melting pot of various 

poets where he contributed 10 

poems. Altogether, the anthology is 

made up of 76 poems. He is 

especially proud of his poem titled 

‘Obe o sa mpelegelang’, a spoken 

word about abortion and 

abandoned children. 

“With this poem, I wanted to be the 

voice of those helpless kids out there 

who are killed and 

abandoned,” he said. 

“I want to tell the 

community that these 

children do not deserve this.” 

 

Kgothi said much of his work is aimed 

at inspiring and shining the light for 

the youth, as well as to inform and 

educate. He has encountered a lot 

of negativity and the ‘pull-him-

down’ syndrome from mostly his 

peers, but he has not allowed this to 

deter him. 

“Negativity helps me to grow 

stronger,” he said. “I choose not to 

bury my efforts in negativity, I 

channel my energy towards a better 

course.” 

Kgothi said he is not in a hurry to 

publish his own one-man work. His 

intention, he said, is to first be 

featured in at least three anthologies 

in a bit to get his name out there, 

before venturing on a solo project. 

“I have already started gathering 

poets for a project set for publication 

in 2022,” he said. “My goal is to first 

get my name out 

there, build a fan base 

and a sizeable 

following, before 

publishing a solo 

project.” 
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Tshego Thobega – Gem Of The Platinum 

Province 
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After completing her studies in 2017, 

Tshegofatso Thobega could have 

followed in the heels of most young 

people – write a CV and pound the 

pavement job-hunting.  

She did the complete opposite – she 

registered a business and created 

her own job – and now she is her 

own boss.  

Tshegofatso, from Rusternburg in the 

Platinum Province, is the proud 

owner of Pure Collaborations, a 

jewelry manufacturing business that 

she started from scratch, after 

completing her studies at Orbit TVET 

College. 

“You might say I was at the right 

place at the right time,” she said. 

“After finishing the course at Orbit, 

the college took us to The Platinum 

Incubator, known as TPI, where we 

were taught the ins and outs of the 

business, groomed and assisted to 

register businesses. TPI doesn’t only 

assist us to build competent 

businesses, but also how to sustain 

them.”  

Tshegofatso said the biggest 

challenge about the business is that 

traditionally, South Africa, like many 

other countries in Africa, does not 

process raw materials, but rather 

exports them and they return to the 

country as gold rings and diamond 

necklaces. With Pure Collaborations, 

she is hoping to change that, but 

access to raw materials is the 

biggest challenge.  

“Another stumbling block has been 

competing with already established 

global brands, in a country where 

people believe a quality product 

has to come from overseas,” she 

said. “However, I believe as long as 

we local manufacturers keep 

producing quality products, our own 

brands get noticed and aren’t just 

being bought to ‘support local 

business’, but are bought because 

they are actually good and 

competent quality. We cannot 

continue trying to build our brands 

on the ‘buy local’ pity rhetoric. It’s 

unsustainable and the brands 

become a flash in the pan.” 

To give her products even bigger 

exposure, Tshegofatso has partnered 

with Martin Moletsane, owner of 

Ngata Ha Clothing. Martin, himself a 

self-made businessman who started 

his clothing label after working for 

someone else for two years, said 

partnering with Tshegofatso has 

ensured growth for his brand and 

that his clients no longer have to 

travel far to find accessories for the 

clothing they buy from him. 
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“We are one of the most 

recognisable clothing brands in the 

country, and adding a jewellery line 

has helped our clients to find 

everything they need under one 

roof,” he said.  

Tshegofatso has added rings, 

necklaces, bracelets and any other 

accessories based on the client’s 

specifications. 

 
    
 
 
 
 

 


